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Whyte Museum promotes online accessibility to collections
 
Banff, Alberta
 
Whyte Museum’s Archives and Special Collections Library are pleased to announce that we
have digitized and uploaded 160 scrapbooks for online accessibility through the Whyte
Museum’s online database. You can access the scrapbooks here; each scrapbook can
viewed online and downloaded as a PDF. 
 
Scrapbooks are a form of self-publication that people of varying economic status are able to
undertake as long as they have paper, scissors, and glue. Due to the construction of a
scrapbook, and the various materials used, scrapbooks pose accessibility and preservation
challenges – glue breaks down and loses its adhesiveness, newspaper clippings yellow and
degrade, often leaving scrapbooks worse for wear.
 
Because of these challenges, public access to scrapbooks in archival holdings is often
limited as a preservation measure. Ease of use is also a factor with researchers, as the
scrapbooks can be cumbersome, and its contents not adequately described. Scrapbooks
have been one of the most under-utilized research resources in the Whyte Museum Archives.
The recently digitized scrapbooks are representative of the Canadian Rocky Mountain
community from upper and middle-income families from the 1800s-1970s and promise to
provide new insights. For more information, see April 2020 article in The Cairn.
 
This project Scrapbooks: Preservation and Increased Access was made possible by Library
and Archives Canada funding through the Digital Heritage Communities Program Grant. We
give them our sincere thanks.
 
For more information please contact:
Elizabeth Kundert-Cameron, Head Archives and Special Collections Library at ekc@whyte.org
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https://archives.whyte.org/en/Gallery?q=scrapbooks&src_facet=Archives&p=1&ps=20&onlineMediaType_facet=Electronic+Resource
https://www.whyte.org/the-cairn

